
MOTOR CITY WESLEY
2016 ANNUAL REPORT
“LET ALL THINGS BE DONE FOR BUILDING UP.”  1 CORINTHIANS 14



Motor City Wesley students launched a number of 
new opportunities this year to gather as the be-
loved community.  With new monthly worship/meal 
gatherings, a Fall Retreat, and bible studies, plus 
an expanding pub theology program these stu-
dents helped pull together new students and 
friends into discussions and discernment of deep 
discipleship of Jesus Christ.
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WHEN YOU 
GATHER



Our monthly “Sunday Shindigs” helped us explore how to create 
a worship gathering that fed people’s spirits as well as their bod-
ies.  Part potluck, part hymn sing, part prayer stations - our shin-
digs provided a new forum for inviting friends, and responding to 
the needs of a hurting world.  

Our “Valentimes Shindig,” for instance, offered participants the 
chance to write love notes to the clients of the NOAH Project Bag 
Lunch Program.  And in April we are planning an end-of-year spe-
cial shindig called “Motor City Hymns” which will have all the 
singing, food and fellowship of our previous gatherings plus will 
be hosted at Café Con Leche Nord, one of our favorite hangout 
spots in Detroit.

SUNDAY 
SHINDIGS
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This Fall we also launched Motor 
City Wesley’s first Fall Retreat at 
Lake Louise United Methodist 
Camp in Boyne Falls, MI.

With a simple schedule of conver-
sations, bible studies, worship 
around the bonfire and more, this 
retreat allowed us to kick off the 
year by reconnecting to each 
other and to the Holy Spirit’s work 
in our lives.

Our heavy duty arts and crafts 
for the weekend had participants 
reclaiming old lumber from reno-
vated homes in Detroit, turning it 
into refinished cell phone and tab-
let stands.  This project reminded 
us of the ways that God revives 
and reuses us time after time by 
the power of God’s abundant 
grace.

We were also thankful to partici-
pate again in the Wesley State-
wide Retreat hosted at GVSU.  It 
was another moment of realiza-
tion that our work at Wayne State 
is part of an exciting movement 
of young adults across the world 
through the United Methodist 
Church.

RETREATS
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Some experimental offerings 
this year included a new bible 
study looking at the Greek and 
Hebrew words of Scripture and 
an art installation / stations of 
the Cross during Holy Week.

ORIGINS
During lunch times at the WSU 
Student Center throughout the 
first semester of the year we 
gathered to “hack our under-
standing of the Bible.”

With Greek and Hebrew eBi-
bles, Google Translate, and 
Strong’s concordance close at 
had we looked for the most inter-
esting words or phrases from each English text 
and explored their richer meaning by going to 
the source of the original language.

This was an intentional effort to encourage bibli-
cal scholarship among young people even if 
they haven’t had formal seminary training yet.

STATIONS IN THE STREET
With some original prints from painter Scott Erick-
son (scottericksonart.com) Motor City Wesley 
took its Holy Week observance into the streets of 
Detroit.  With help from some alternative spring 
break friends we wheat-pasted these posters to 
the Foundry House (United Methodist missional 
hostel) and invited folks to walk these stations of 
the cross from Maundy Thursday on.

Motor City Wesley remains committed to support-
ing young adults as leaders for the church in ar-
tistic worship and witness to the world.  We look 
forward to participating in new efforts of the 
United Methodist Church (see conspiritor.co) in 
providing support and resources for reclaiming 
our rich Wesleyan heritage of worship arts.

ORIGINS AND ETC.
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From Encounter MI Call to Pub Theology we are 
dedicated to the idea that each young person par-
ticipating in Motor City Wesley will have a unique 
experience to share, and a bold question to ask 
about missional Christian living in the world today.  
And that is why we are so excited to meet new 
young people and invite them to enrich the life of 
our ministry, the church and their community by 
sharing that unique perspective.
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EACH HAS A 
REVELATION



PUB THEOLOGY
Along with Sunday Shindigs we saw a large increase in participa-
tion through our Pub Theology gathering co-hosted with Detroit: 
Central United Methodist Church.   Our monthly discussion top-
ics included keeping your faith in a violent world, race and libera-
tion theology, women in the church, and the ever-popular “stump 
the pastor” night (this time featuring pastor and slam poet Rev. 
Jeff Nelson.)

With free appetizers courtesy of Central UMC, this has been a 
great example of Motor City Wesley’s complementary relationship 
with local congregations.  By planning and advertising this kind 
of event together, we’ve been able to create a meeting space for 
college students and other young adults from around the Motor 
City.

We celebrate these programmatic moments of cooperation and 
the flow of young people they create from campus to congrega-
tion and back!

OUR PUBLIC 
[HOUSE] 
WITNESS
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SOME OF OUR CONVERSATIONS
For more information on our Pub Theology pro-
gram, please check out:

facebook.com/DTheoOnTap

And here are some of our favorite appetizer fu-
eled theological conversations from this year!
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WINTERFEST
This year we also wanted to test out how we could engage new 
Wayne State students in our core Motor City Wesley experience 
of “micro-grant mission projects” which had launched with us in 
2009.

So at Winterfest in January we decided not just to give away the 
typical handbill with information about our next meeting.  Rather, 
we handed out “nano-grants” of $5 and invited passers-by to join 
us right then in creating conspiracies of goodness for and from 
the people of the City of Detroit.

Within two hours our new friends had given money to Flint water 
crisis relief, homes for sick kids, and had even bought some food 
to give away to those in need on the street.

It was exciting to see how quickly these young 
people caught the vision of a community that is 

blessed to be a blessing.  

MAKE 
GOODNESS 
WITH US

The original “Cash For Jesus” 
group logo design was 
exchanged quickly for the 
“WSU Catalyst” title in 2009!
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With other guests in the City, Motor City Wesley 
has invited the same kind of crash course in giv-
ing.  We thank Albion College, Chartwell Baptist 
Youth and more for their willingness to live into 
the parable of the Sower, seeing where seed and 
soil succeed in making kindness appear to the 
delight of the Divine!

IF YOU’D LIKE TO SUPPORT 
OUR MICRO-GRANT MINIS-
TRY, PLEASE VISIT:  

MOTORCITYWESLEY.ORG/DONATE
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The 1 Corinthians 14 text has been formative for 
us this year.  We believe that with the new ministry 
efforts lead by this year’s student lead team, that 
Motor City Wesley is primed for our next era of 
campus ministry in the heart of Detroit.  The follow-
ing are some reflections on how we’ve done “build-
ing up,” how we’ll improve and where we’re head-
ing in 2016/2017.
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SO ALL MAY BE 
ENCOURAGED



Motor City Wesley continues as one of the  ministries supported 
by the Young Leaders Initiative (youngleadersinitiative.org).  All 
personnel, program and financial oversight of Motor City Wesley 
is conducted by the Young Leaders Initiative Board of Directors.

Accreditation of Motor City Wesley as a duly-designated campus 
ministry of the United Methodist Church comes from the Detroit 
Annual Conference Board of Higher Education and Campus Min-

istry.

Our organizational model, as seen here, 
utilizes the core experience of $100 mis-
sion projects to mobilize students into 
deepening discipleship.  Covenant part-
ner churches help us offer the worship, 
study and communal opportunities that 
make Motor City Wesley a well-rounded 
and theologically formational experience 
for students and other young adult 
friends.

OUR 
CONNECTION
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MCW BOARD OF DIRECTORS
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

2016 
 

 

Name  Position  Affiliation  Class 

Pastor Albert Rush 

Immanuel UMC, Eastpointe 
(586) 7767750 

President  United Methodist  2016 

Heather McNutt 

First UMC, Birmingham 
(248) 5633462 

Secretary  United Methodist  2018 

Carol Lanni 

Grace UMC, New Baltimore 
(248) 4170652 

Treasurer & Housing Committee Chair  United Methodist  2018 

Joshua McKamie 

Wayne State Medical School 
(734) 5027898 

Motor City Wesley  Committee Chair  Evangelical 

Presbyterian 

2017 

Rev Jill Zundel 

Central UMC, Detroit 
(313) 3125429 

Motor City Wesley  Partner Rep 

Central UMC 
United Methodist  2017 

Dr. Ray McGee 

Metropolitan UMC, Detroit 
(313) 8757407 

Motor City Wesley  Partner Rep 

Metropolitan UMC 
United Methodist  2017 

Pastor Josh Blanchard 

Midland: Homer & Gordonville UMCs 

(989) 8585416 

Motor City Wesley  DAC BHECM Rep  United Methodist  2016 

Charles Boayue III 

Second Grace UMC, Detroit 
(313) 5984999 

Motor City Wesley  Student Rep  United Methodist  2016 

Rev. Carl Gladstone 

Young People’s Ministries 
(586) 2953055 

UMC Agency Rep  United Methodist  2018 

Mary Floyd 

Metropolitan UMC, Detroit 
(313) 6830275 

Metropolitan UMW  Rep.  United Methodist  2018 

To Be Named  Youth Rep.    2 yr term 

To Be Named  DRD Leadership Team Rep.  United Methodist  2 yr term 

To Be Named  Collegiate/University Professional  Wayne State  2 yr term 

 



As during our 2014-2015 season, Motor City Wesley has been us-
ing a metrics tool provided by the General Board of Higher Edu-
cation and Ministry (gbhem.org) for tracking participation in the 
various ministry events and groups offered.

This year, the unmistakable learning is that large group gather-
ings have helped us double our monthly average participa-
tion numbers to over 30 participants.  While small group gath-
erings still serve as weekly connection points, our large gather-
ings of Shindigs and Pub Theology are becoming anchors for our 
ministry calendar.

Moreover, we have learned that our students respond well to fea-
tured and honored guests at these large group gatherings.  So, 
Stump the Pastor and Guest Hosts for our Women & The Church 
pub theology nights boost participation.  Similarly, intentionally 
inviting guest groups to join us for Shindigs helps keep our small 
campus ministry practicing evangelism and hospitality.  And in 
turn we are then able to offer our particular Wesleyan take on min-
istry with young adults to our new friends.

OUR 
PARTICIPATION   
& PROJECTS
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DATA, CRUNCHED
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As of January 1, 2016 our staffing support for Motor City Wesley 
changed as Rev. Carl Gladstone transitioned to full time employ-
ment with Discipleship Ministries of the United Methodist Church.

While Rev. Gladstone will continue as Clergy Advisor for Motor 
City Wesley through his missional appointment to Metropolitan 
UMC, the campus ministry will no longer have paid clergy leader-
ship for the immediate future.  Motor City Wesley maintains its 
dedication to the marks of excellence as described by the cohort 
of Michigan Area Campus Pastors (miwesley.org/contact-us) and 
will work toward re-establishing full-time, paid, theologically 
trained staff when new funding opportunities and our growing list 
of supportive congregations makes that possible.

Below is our report of Budget Vs. Actual Spending year-to-date.  
This shows actual expenditures of half the budgeted amount for 
Director support corresponding to the change in Rev. Glad-
stone’s employment.  Also included is a revised 2016-17 Budget 
showing staffing and other adjustments for continued ministry - 
like more student leadership funding through internships and 
training events like NEXT UMC (nextumc.org).

OUR FINANCES
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MCW BUDGET REPORT FY ‘15-’16 
(YTD) AS OF MARCH 25, 2016 
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Account
# Line Description Budget Actual Difference

INCOME
001 Motown Mission         5,000                 - (5,000)       
002 DAC BHECM         5,000         4,500 (500)          
003 Covenant Partner Churches         4,000         2,000 (2,000)       
004 Mission & Ministry         3,000         2,000 (1,000)       
005 Individual Donations         1,000            760 (240)          

TOTAL INCOME       18,000         9,260 (8,740)       

EXPENSES
Leadership

101 Director Support         3,500         1,296 (2,204)       
102 Student Coordinator(s)         2,000         1,310 (690)          

Leadership Total         5,500         2,606 (2,894)       

Mission
201 Student Projects         5,000            700 (4,300)       
202 Campus Gatherings         4,000            902 (3,098)       
203 Materials and Supplies         1,500            139 (1,361)       

Mission Total       10,500         1,741 (8,759)       

Communication
301 Web            500            380 (120)          
302 Print            500            109 (391)          
303 SMS/Telephone            500                6 (494)          

Communication Total         1,500            495 (1,005)       

Administration
401 Accounting Services            250                 - (250)          
402 Development            250                 - (250)          

Administration Total            500 (500)          

TOTAL EXPENSES       18,000         4,842 (13,158)     

PROFIT OR LOSS -                4,418        4,418        

MOTOR CITY WESLEY
at Wayne State and Beyond

Budget Vs. Actual for FY 2015-2016
As of March 23, 2016

Annual Operating Budget Vs. Actual



MCW BUDGET FOR FY ’16-17 
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Account
# Line Description Budget Actual Difference Notes

INCOME
001 Motown Mission                      -                      - -                     
002 DAC BHECM               5,000                      - (5,000)            
003 Covenant Partner Churches               3,000                      - (3,000)            
004 Mission & Ministry               2,000                      - (2,000)            
005 Individual Donations               1,000 (1,000)            

TOTAL INCOME             11,000                      - (11,000)          

EXPENSES
Leadership

101 Director Support                      -                      - -                     
102 Student Coordinator(s)               3,500                      - (3,500)            NEXT in Atlanta?

Leadership Total               3,500                      - (3,500)            

Mission
201 Student Projects               2,000                      - (2,000)            
202 Campus Gatherings               2,000                      - (2,000)            
203 Materials and Supplies               1,500                      - (1,500)            

Mission Total               5,500                      - (5,500)            

Communication
301 Web                  500                      - (500)               
302 Print                  500                      - (500)               
303 SMS/Telephone                  500                      - (500)               

Communication Total               1,500                      - (1,500)            

Administration
401 Accounting Services                  250                      - (250)               
402 Development                  250                      - (250)               

Administration Total                  500                      - (500)               

TOTAL EXPENSES             11,000                      - (11,000)          

PROFIT OR LOSS -                     -                     -                     

MOTOR CITY WESLEY CAMPUS MINISTRY
at WSU and CCS

Budget Vs. Actual for FY 2016-2017

Annual Operating Budget Vs. Actual



In last year’s annual ministry report Motor City Wesley cited the 
following as goals for the upcoming year:

1. Create retreat opportunities for students.

2. Create a monthly worship gathering.

3. Design an “Adopt-A-Student” system for churches to support 
individual participants in Motor City Wesley.

HOW WE DID
We are happy to report successful launches of both our retreat 
and worship experiences.  As mentioned above, these additions 
to our calendar of ministry programming has helped us grow in 
numbers and in depth of discipleship practices.

As for our “Adopt-A-Student” project, we were able to build and 
explore the online framework for such a system 
(studentsagogo.org) but have found that such a collaborative ef-
fort really needs to come with the partnership of the Boards of 
Higher Ed and Campus Ministry in order for it to be effective.  We 
are still dedicated to developing this funding option if and when 

OUR FUTURE

19



the DACBHECM and/or 
new MI Area BHECM is 
ready to work on the pro-
ject.

WHERE NEXT?
This year, we hope to 
work on the following 
list of projects to further 
help Motor City Wesley 
mature as a United 
Methodist related cam-
pus ministry.

1)  In consultation with 
the Academy for Mis-
sional Wisdom we 
would like to explore 
the possibility of an 
intentional Christian 
community living op-
tion for students at the newly renovated Foun-
dry House at 1449 Webb Ave, Detroit, MI 
48206.  An apartment at the Foundry House 
could house up to 6 students interested in 
practicing 24/7 discipleship together and with 
neighbors.

2) After a beta-event this April we hope to ex-
pand Motor City Hymns as an intentional out-
let for musically inclined Motor City Wesley stu-
dents to further develop their skills at writing, 
recording and sharing faith-based music with 
the church and world.  We hope to have 2-3 
Motor City Hymn Sings in the 2016-2017 sea-
son.

3) In January of 2017 Motor City Wesley is inter-
ested in working with the Detroit Renais-
sance District to bring their annual over-
night event for middle and high school 

youth to the City Of Detroit.  This could fea-
ture the work and ministry of Motor City 
Wesley students, provide a chance for them to 
serve as hosts and leaders for the event, and 
serve as an invitation to graduating high 
schoolers to consider Wayne State and Motor 
City Wesley as their next location for study 
and faith development.

GOING FORTH
We say continued thanks for the support of all 
our covenant partner churches and organiza-
tions.  We encourage all United Methodists to 
stay connected with their local UM-related cam-
pus ministry for inspiration and missional partner-
ships.  And we invite you to stay connected with 
us at:

MOTORCITYWESLEY.ORG
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