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Each Fall Motor City Wesley reforms for 
another year of small groups, monthly 
worship or theological conversations, 
and $100 conspiracies of goodness.  

CONSPIRE RETREAT
This year young adult missionary and 
MSU Wesley friends attended alongside 

Wayne State students for our second an-
nual collaborative Fall retreat at Lake 
Louise United Methodist Camp.

Our hands-on spiritual reflection pro-
jects were “thrift store remix” paintings.  
Each participant had the chance to add 
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CHAPTER 1

Regroup and reimagine some holy mischief.



their own visual elements to second-
hand landscapes and portraits. 

It was a chance to think and talk 
about the faith tradition that we re-
ceive. And,  it gave creative space 
for students to imagine what their 
innovations for that tradition will 
be.

Along with building ebenezers on hikes 
around the lake, shared worship with all 
the participants and a commissioning on 
the last day, this retreat continues to 
serve as a great launching point 
for our schoolyear of ministry 
lead by inspired students.

AROUND CAMPUS
Another “launching moment” 
comes each year at the new stu-
dent orientation fair.  This year 
we offered nano-grants to 
new students interested in 

creating a “conspiracy of good-
ness” on the fly.  Three students took 
us up on the challenge and turned their 
$10 grants into supplies for Alternatives 
for Girls, a do-
nation to the 
Capuchin Soup 
Kitchen and 
more.

We are con-
stantly amazed 
at the willing-
ness of stu-
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dents to leap into mission and service 
with others.  These nano-versions of 
our $100 grants remind us of this ca-
pacity throughout the student body at 
WSU.

IMAGINE WHAT’S NEXT
This year we were pleased to con-
nect #MotoWesley students again 
with the national movement of 
United Methodist young adults at 
their Imagine What’s NEXT gath-
ering.

This year in Atlanta, GA students gath-
ered for speakers, workshops, field 
trips and more.

One afternoon #MotoWesley students at-
tended a reenactment of Rev. Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” 
speech at Ebenezer Baptist Church.  
Their Facebook Live feed shared part of 
that moment with the rest of us not at 
the event.

Staying connected with other young 
adults across the UMC is an important 
value of #MotoWesley.  It helps us re-
member that anything we do for the 
good of Detroit through young adults en-
gaged in deep Christian discipleship is 
worth sharing with other college minis-
tries around the world. 
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MOTOR CITY HYMNS
As Advent arrived we had the opportu-
nity to revive our Motor City Hymns 
gathering at Dessert Oasis in Downtown 
Detroit.  This holiday concert fea-
tured Wayne State students and 
young adult friends playing origi-

nal music and classic seasonal 
tunes.

In addition to the live concert we also 
Facebook Live streamed the show giving 
friends and family not in attendance a 
chance to see their young adults perform 
via the internet.

Winter
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 Holiday hymns and street theology.



We want to say a special 
word of thanks to Tom 
Bartelmay (jazz duo), 
Katy Stokes (solo 
singer/piano), and Jona-
than Nadeau (folk punk 
one-man-band) for 
their willingness to 
play!

PUB THEOLOGY
Along with worshipful gatherings 
like Motor City Hymns, our Pub 
Theology monthly gatherings 
give students an ongoing 
place to explore the difficult 
questions of our Christian 
faith.  This year we explored top-
ics such as:

• The Politics of Jesus

• African Americans and the Christian 
Church in the United States

• Women and the Church

• Christian Alternatives to War

With continued participation by partner 
churches, Pub Theology serves as a 
bridge between the student community 
at Wayne State and the various young 
adult communities connected with 
United Methodist churches around 
Metro Detroit.

Special 
thanks to stu-
dent Hannah 
Zundel who 
helped 
develop a 
“trivia edition” Pub Theology.  With care-
fully researched quizzes, Hannah pro-
vided great starting points for our conver-
sations during the last few Pub Theology 
gatherings of the school year.

MLK DAY MARCH
Doing campus ministry in Detroit puts 
our students in close proximity to some 
historic ministries here in the City.  This 
year Samson Kobbah took advantage of 
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the annual MLK Day March to engage 
with leaders of the peace, justice, and ad-
vocacy movements.  His photo journal-
ism of the day helped capture the spirit 
of that moment and of the church’s con-
tinual call for the world to live more like 
God’s beloved community.

This protest march, our theological con-
versations in third spaces, and our “con-

spiracies of goodness” 
illustrate Motor City 
Wesley’s commit-
ment to helping 

young adults commit radical acts of 
God’s goodness.  We want every student 
who engages with #MotoWesley to have 
a definite answer to the question: “How 
does my faith matter?”  And, we want 
that answer to reflect each young adult’s 
particular vision for how their gifts and 
passions meet up with some of the needs 
and opportunities in the world to partner 
with Jesus in bringing healing and mercy 
to life.

We want our theology to be one 
that lives on the street and calls the 

church and the world 
into deeper benefi-
cial relationship with 
each other.  And we 
say thanks to all the 
churches, pastors, and 
leaders who help our 
young adults do that!
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ART & THEOLOGY
Each year Motor City Wesley students 
identify particular practices of Bible 
study, discipleship, prayer and more that 
they plan to adopt for small group gather-
ings.  This year, with a number of stu-
dents engaged in academic and extra-

curricular artistic endeavors, we 
launched Art & Theology as a 
weekly Bible study group using 
popular music and visual art as a 
medium for reflection.

Some of the artwork and Bible connec-
tions included:

Spring
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An apology, new life, and an old friend.



•  Green Day’s music video for the song 
“Bang Bang” and discussing mental ill-
ness, violence and the third way of Je-
sus.

• Andy Goldsworthy’s natural sculptures 
and the spiritual practice of ebenezer 
building.

• Marc Scibilia’s “Summer Clothes” mu-
sic video and 
how we apply 
the General 

Rules of The United Methodist Church 
to life, love, and relationships.

From time to time we also engaged in 
our own hands-on artistic creations dur-
ing our discussions.  This was particu-
larly helpful when discussing crafts and 
how they reflect the call for laity to be 
agents of Christian community, not just 
consumers.

APOLOGY BOOTH & RELIGIOUS 
REPARATIONS

The Lenten season gave Motor 
City Wesley a chance to respond 
to some recent events on cam-
pus.  

For a number of years, our stu-
dents have noticed the presence 
of Christian groups from other 
colleges proselytizing at WSU 

during their Spring breaks.  
The implicit suggestion be-
ing that this urban univer-
sity is somehow more sin-
ful or in need of repentance 
than our sister schools in 
more rural areas.

It got us thinking about the 
kind of characteristics #Mo-
toWesley students would 
rather Christians be known 
for. 
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So, three separate days during Lent 
we set up an apology booth in the 
student center.  This wasn’t a place 
for other students to 
come and confess their 
sins, but was rather a 
place for us to apologize 
for the sins that Chris-
tians have inflicted on 
the world.

We printed  a large “We Are 
Sorry” banner, and said our 
apologies to all the stu-
dents, faculty, and staff who 
passed by our table.  

With those who inquired we talked about 
our hope that they’d receive our apology 
for any way that the Church had hurt 
them, their friends, or family in the past.

For anyone who wrote down specific 
harms committed by Christians we of-
fered a token of repentance in the form 
of a $5 Starbucks gift card.

The booth was re-
ceived well by al-
most everyone.  
Most expressed 
pleasant surprise 
and appreciation 
that “a church 
would do such a 

thing.”  One person suggested that we 
better keep apologizing since our list of 
sins was long.  And one Christian said he 

disagreed that the church 
had anything to apologize 
for.

Motor City Wesley is glad to 
model a different way of be-
ing church than the world 
tends to expect!

SCOTT THE PAINTER
Then, to complete the 
Lenten season we part-
nered with Scott Erick-

son again to share his images help-
ing students engage with the story 
of Holy Week.
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As we move into our ninth year of re-
vived United Methodist campus ministry 
at Wayne State University and beyond 
we are excited about some emerging op-
portunities for engaging with students in 
rich Christian discipleship and commu-
nity.

INTENTIONAL COMMUNITY COHORT
In partnership with Motown Mission 
and the Foundry House missional hostel, 
#MotoWesley will participate in 
the Forum for Theological Explora-
tion’s Intentional Communities for 
Vocation Discernment Cohort over 

Onward
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the next 12 months.   
This coaching and 
grants opportunity 
will help us build a 
student living center 
in which students can 
explore God’s call in 
their lives through the 
practice of intentional 
Christian community.

Affordable rent at the 
Foundry House plus a 
year-long program of speakers, trips, 
mentors and more will help students use 
their college years for an immersive expe-
rience of spiritual discernment.

THE WESLEY 100  
Launched last year The Wesley 100 is 
a special club for the 100 churches 
and individuals who make $100/
year donations to Motor City 
Wesley.  In cooperation with the  new 
Michigan Area Campus Ministry Fund 
Developer we now have access to fund-
raising and donor care platforms that 
will help us reach that goal for sustain-
able support.

ARTISTIC SUBSCRIPTIONS
To help develop a community of follow-
ers we will be launching a subscription 
service for Wesley 100 and other donors.  
Motor City Hymns will use the 

Bandcamp platform to share 
monthly artistic creations by stu-
dents reflecting on faith, worship, mis-
sion, and discipleship.

LEARNINGS
Over this year we’ve continued to learn 
where our opportunities for growth are.  
This year’s monthly participation has 
been down, so we are taking time to pray 
about and enact new outreach tech-
niques.  Some of these efforts will in-
clude:

• Year-round programming to keep exist-
ing and new students connected over 
the Summer

• New t-shirts and online branding to en-
gage students visually and virally
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• Pursuit of new covenant partner 
churches to create a neighborhood ap-
proach to creating community for stu-
dents

• Renewing our process for $100 grants 
that encourages students to build 
teams of co-conspirators to accomplish 
their missional goals

• Exploring funding for staffing through 
the GCORR Action Fund and new rela-
tionships with predominantly African 
American congregations around De-
troit.

THANKS
Special thanks continues to go to our 
partner churches Metropolitan UMC and 
Detroit: Central UMC.  And we are ex-

cited about new partner relationships in 
the upcoming year.  

And great thanks to all our student lead-
ers who have offered their insight, inno-
vation and time to this effort.

We look forward to receiving any/all stu-
dents arriving at Wayne State, College 
For Creative Studies, Wayne County 
Community College, etc from local 
churches everywhere.

Please be in touch with us, connect us 
with students, and follow the continuing 
story of Motor City Wesley at:

MOTORCITYWESLEY.ORG
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