
UPROAR CONVERSATION #002

CONSIDER THIS

Scott Erickson, painter, speaker and iconographer has been crafting images for Holy Week that delve into the 
brokenness, loss and sorrow of the season.  Check out his Stations in the Street and Seven Last Sayings of 
Jesus On The Cross collections at scottericksonart.com.  Scott always looks for opportunities to use new imag-
ery to get at ancient parts of the Christian narrative.  It is an attempt to bring the story back to life by avoiding the 
all-too-familiar icons of the past.  Like shining a light into a forgotten place, his prints and designs help us face the 
pain of these moments and live into the coming promise of renewed life.

READ  PSALM 31:9-16

Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am in distress; 
  my eye wastes away from grief, my soul and body also.
For my life is spent with sorrow, and my years with sighing; 
  my strength fails because of my misery, and my bones waste away.
I am the scorn of all my adversaries, a horror to my neighbors, 
  an object of dread to my acquaintances;
  those who see me in the street flee from me.
I have passed out of mind like one who is dead; 
  I have become like a broken vessel.
For I hear the whispering of many-- terror all around!-- 
  as they scheme together against me, as they plot to take my life.
But I trust in you, O LORD;
  I say, “You are my God.”
My times are in your hand; 
  deliver me from the hand of my enemies and persecutors.
Let your face shine upon your servant; 
  save me in your steadfast love.

DISCUSS

1. Describe a time when you’ve been “in distress?”
2. What or who helped you see that situation in a new light?
3. Who are the people you know that live in constant sorrow?
4. How could faith communities offer those folks steadfast love?
5. When a friend comes to you in need, are there songs, films, books or other works of art that you encourage 

them to experience?  What is it about those pieces that are transformational for you and hopefully for them?

START AN UPROAR!

Take a look at more of Scott Erickson’s work at instagram.com/scottthepainter.  Share your favorite design on 
social media along with your thoughts about how it made you feel.  Say a prayer for those in distress this week 
and find an image or song to share with them that might make this time easier.  Go back to your favorite hope-
filled movie, painting or poem.  Spend some time letting that work of art lift your spirit, helping you to see an abun-
dance of grace rather than grievance all around you.


